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SEATTLE -- One month after the Washington Supreme Court put a ban on boarding 
detained mentally ill patients, hospitals and treatment centers are reporting early 
success. 
 
In response to the ban, the state Department of Social and Health Services distributed 
152 new psychiatric beds to treatment facilities in Western Washington. Ninety beds 
went to King County, 32 to Pierce County with 30 additional beds moving to Snohomish 
County. 
 

Judge: Long jail waits for mentally ill illegal 
 
Navos, one of the state's largest mental health hospitals, received two new beds at its 
facility in West Seattle. Chris Martin, Director of In-Patient Services says the beds help 
a lot, and allow the hospital to become more flexible and reach its capacity of 70 total 
beds. 
 
"We jokingly talk about going to bunk beds to help more people," says Martin. 
With additional patients, there is a concern about staffing to treat these patients. 
Jim Vollendroff, Division Director of King County Mental Health says staff shortage at 
area hospitals could cripple the effort to become more responsive and accommodating 
to patients who need quick help. 
 
"It's probably one of the most critical components," Vollendroff says. "Providers are 
having a really difficult time finding qualified staff and bringing them on fast enough." 
Navos says treatment is not impacted by staffing levels, but it’s an ongoing challenge to 
meet the increased need. 
 
"It’s just part of the work to make sure that everyone is safe and get the treatment that 
they need," Martin says. "But it does feel like we are interviewing someone every day." 
DSHS says it's in the process of obtaining Certificates of Need and approvals for 191 
more beds in the coming year, including as many as 16 in Yakima County by mid-2015. 
 


